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ing. This abscess was opened, giving vent to a free passage of urine. The 
slough which followed was so extensive, that his fright determined him (as 
he hncl suffered much from smaller ones previous to my first attendance 
upon him in ’38), to place himself entirely in my hands. 

On the 20th ol August, then, in presence of my friends, Prof. Dickson, 
Drs. Bellinger, Wragg, &c., I introduced n sound into the urethra, as far as 
we thought that we could fairly trace the course of the canal. My disap¬ 
pointment, however, was great, when, on cutting down to the sound, I 
found it in a false passage. The number of these passages was extraor¬ 
dinary, produced by the repeated forcible attempts to reach the bladder 
during the earlier attacks of his disease, before he came under my care. 
I then withdrew the sound to within a comparatively short distance from 
the mouth of the urethra, and having cut down upon it, and followed it to 
the opening in the perineum, we succeeded in passing a catheter into the 
bladder. 

The wound extended forwards through the greater portion of the scrotum, 
and was dressed in the usual manner, the catheter having been left in the 
bladder. No untoward circumstance happened until the seventh day ; the 
healing of the wound having progressed kindly ; the quantity of the urine 
passing through the ulcer in the perineum, having very much decreased 
On the seventh dny the catheter (from the impatience of the subject), 
escaped, and 1 had much difficulty in re-introducing it. I then allowed it to 
rema':’ until all trickling of the urine through the perineum had ceased, 
who., i withdrew it about the seventh day afterwards; inserting it,how¬ 
ever, whenever necessary, for the relief of the bladder. The patient 
steadily advanced to a euro, and between the third and fourth week after 
the operation, passed his urine in a full stream, without any mechanical 
assistance. This lie continued to do, without the slightest return of former 
dmiculty, up to the time of his death, which happened (in consequence of 
lately acquired intemperate habits), a few months since, on a neighbouring’ 
plantation. 

Ilis death having occurred at a distance from the city, I was prevented 
from making a post-mortem examination of the part. 


DOMESTIC SUMMARY. 

Peculiar case of Gclatiniform Cancer, in which nearly all the organs of the body 
contained colloid tumours; with the appearances on dissection. —Jiy John C. Waiuikn, 
M. D., l’rof. of Anal, and Surg., Harvard University. (Medico-Chirurg. Transac- 
Uons, vol. xxvii.) This case, communicated to the Royal Modico-Chirurgica! 
Societv of London, by our distinguished countryman, Prof! Warren, is remarkable, 
lrom the disoaso being diffused through nearly all the textures of the body, with¬ 
out presenting any one considerable mass, and also from exhibiting an union of 
the three admitted forms of malignant disease, scirrhoma, ccphaloma, and gelali- 
noma. It lends support to the opinion of the identity of these diseases. 

“ J. Ik, a painter by trade, residing in boston, not married, twenty-five years of 
age, applied to mo in May, 1840, on account of a tumour upon the right side of the 
neck. 

“In his family history thore did not appear anything peculiar: his father, being 
forty-eight years of age, died of inflammation of the lungs; his mother was still 
jiving, in good health; two brothers and two sistors were also living, in health; 
he had lost one brother by measles in early life, lie himself had measles, and 
afterwards jaundice, when very young; bis health from the time of recovery to tlio 
present has been good, with the exception of an intermittent fever at New Orleans 
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about threo years since, from which ho recovered on leaving the city; ho hnsbeen 
able to work, until within a month. 

“ At the tiino of tho application, his personal appearanco was emaciated and 
pallid; he complained of loss of appetite. The tumour, for which ho applied, had 
existed for about a year and a half, and was situated on tho right sido of tho neck, 
immediately above tho clavicle. It was rather hard, slightly movable, and pre¬ 
sented, on tho whole, tho appearance of a scrofulous enlargement of tho lymphatic 
glands, excopt that it was harder than those glands usually are when thus affected. 
There wero also ono or two other tumours upon the trunk, which had appeared 
within a month, and one upon tho loll arm, which may be described as a type of 
tho others, situated on tho anterior and middlo part of tho upper arm. It had a 
bluish-white colour. Tho skin which covered it was perfectly natural as to colour, 
and was movablo on tho surface of tho tumour. It was somewhat elastic, about 
the size of a nutmeg, not painful, nor sensitive to tho touch, and had, on the whole, 
a slight resomblance to a limited varicose tumour, 

“ Presuming his disease to bo of a scrofulous character, I recommended the in¬ 
ternal use of the tincture of iodine, and an ointment to be applied externally con¬ 
taining tho hydriodato of soda, four leeches to the tumour of the neck, to leave his 
business, and go into tho country. 

“After tho lapse often days ho came to me again, calling himself better: the tumour 
in his neck was a little diminished: the continuance of tho same remedies was 
thereforo advised to him. Ten days more having expired, ho camo again to me, 
when I found that the tumour in tho neck had continued to diminish, but his 
general health was not so good. I therefore advised him to omit tho external uso 
of tho hydriodato of soda, but to continue tho internal use of tho tincture of iodine, 
and to mako a fresh application of leeches to the tumour. 

“ On tho 20th of Juno ho entered the Massachusetts General Hospital, under tho 
caro of Dr. Townsend; and, as his caso was interesting, I continued to observe 
him carefully through the different phases of tho disease which presented them¬ 
selves. At this tiino his general health did not appear very much affected; his 
pulso and longuo indicated no groat disturbance; tho appetite was tolerable; but 
there was some oppression after taking food. Tho tumour of tho neck was about 
tho size of a hen-egg; thcro were also a number of tumours scattered over the 
surface, especially of tho abdomen, generally about tho size of a hazelnut, many 
of them, however, not being larger than small shot, irregularly rounded in form, 
elastic to tho touch. Tho skin was perfectly white over them, tho bluish tint 
appearing to emanato from tho internal tumour through the transparent skin. At 
my request Dr. Townsend opened ono ofthoso tumours, on doing which, after tho 
skin was cut, a delicate membrane was observed, covering a little cluster of pearl- 
like granulations, containing a gelatinous substanco and some watery fluid. A 
small vein ran into tho tumour, ramifying freely over the surface of tho cells, and 
from this issued venous blood, which continued to flow for a few minutes. 

“ Tho day subsequent to his admission to the hospital ho began to complain of 
severe pain in tho abdomen and back, which finally limited itself to the left iliac 
region and left hypochondrium, and aftor sovoral days was much relieved by tho 
application of leeches. Pain in the head also commenced, wlrilo ho yet laboured 
under tho pain of tho abdomoiij say ten days subsequent to the origin of tho latter. It 
continued to advanco in severity for somo days, until tho loft oyo was affected, tho 
conjunctiva being considerably injected: by suitalrlo applications this was relieved, 
and for a day or two ho seemed comparatively comfortable, tho pain in tho head 
being less. Tho respite, however, was only for a couple of days, when the pain 
in the head again returned, and continued to increase in severity till it became 
very violont, all treatment affording only a temporary relief. 

“ Upon tho eighteenth day of this second accession, and tho fifty-third of his ad¬ 
mission to tho hospital, tho pulse was very variablo, from fi8 to 100 ; his appear¬ 
anco resembling that of a man under tho influence of opium, being stupid, and 
roused with difficulty. These appearances wore ascribed to tho opiate ho had 
taken, but without good reason, ns it appoared subsequently; for, after the lapso 
of a fortnight, during most of tho time being more or loss stupid, ho said that ho 
had doublo vision with tho right eyo, thero being somo dilatation of the pupils, with 
strabismus. In a dogroo this was roliovod provious to his dischargo, which took 
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place, at the request of his friends, on the 2d of September, his condition not being 
improved. The tumours, with no variation, except a slight increase in size and 
modification of colour, being darker, had now increased to a number between 
thirty and forty, covoring the abdomen and limbs. 

“After his return homo ho lingered till the 21st of September, gradually sinking, 
without any materinl change in his condition, excepting that ho was delirious for 
two days before dentil, 

“ Autopsy. —In the examination of the body, which took place eight bourn after 
death, I was aided by the excellent pathologist l)r. J, li. S. Jackson, a number of 
other gentlomou being present, among i whom were Drs. Townsend, AdamB, of 
Waltham, and J. M. Warren. 

“ External appearance. —The body was emneiated; its surface studded with sub¬ 
cutaneous tumours, generally about the size of a hazelnut, of a bluish colour, and 
of slight elasticity to the touch. 

“ ! 'honours .—Several were removed and opened; they were composed of small 
granulations, constituted by sacs containing u substnnee which appeared at first 
view to be wholly gelatinous, but which, on being divided, discharged n small 
quantity of viscid fluid. The colour was a mixed gray and red; they wore 
slightly transparent; in consistence they were friable: most of them were con¬ 
nected with small veins, and had a vascular tissue upon their outside. Many of 
the lymphatic glands were indurated, especially the inguinal, which exhibited 
very large absorbent vessels running in and out of them. The tumonrof the neck 
had not varied in size, and consisted of a yellowish-white, moderately firm, clastic 
substance; in colour, resembling the deposit sometimes seen in scrofulous glands, 
but in consistence, different from that of these glands, in having a greater degree 
of firmness. The thyroid gland was enlarged, hardened, and exhibited small 
gclatiniform bodies. 

“ Head. —The cranium being cut into, displayed a number of the minute, semi¬ 
transparent, gelatinous tumours in the diploc of the frontal and occipital regions. 
Near the superior angle of the occipital bone was a spot, about half an inch in 
extent, which reached quito through, so ns to adhere to the dura mater; also an¬ 
other, which did not extend through, existed upon the temporal bone. 'The ex¬ 
cavation in tho bones was filled by small pearl-like granulations, of a gelatinous 
consistence. The membranes investing tho brain were dry and opaque: tho brain 
itself appeared dry; its vessels, particularly of the cincritious part, were dark-co¬ 
loured. In tho ventricles were from 1 to 5 ounces of scrum; the plexus choroides 
was pale, and without tumours. 

“ Thorax. —The tumours were found in tho muscles, both internal and external to 
them; they also occupied the ribs, to such an extent as to render some of them 
quite soil. A considerable number existed in the mediastinum, tho pleura itself 
being quito healthy. The heart, externally, was covered with gclatiniform bodies 
generally about half the size of a pea; some were larger. These tubercles were 
most abundant in the course of tho principal arteries and veins. The muscular 
substance of the auricles and ventricles presented a considerable number of the 
gelatinous formations. In tho cavity of the left auricle were found Iwogelatiniform 
bodies, of a globular form, adhering to the internal parietes of the auricle, These, 
examined by the microscope, were seen to be composed of minute granules, barely 
visible by a glass magnifying thirty times, but by the aid of the most powerful simple 
lens, these granules appeared to contain others. The coagulmn found entangled 
in tho mitral valves had somewhat the same appearances under the same mag¬ 
nifying powers. The lungs appeared, at the time of tho autopsy, to bo healthy, but 
could not then be minutely examined. On a subsequent examination, a small gela- 
Uniform tumour was noticed on the surface of the left lung, and on cutting into these 
organs, a number of similar bodies were found sparingly scattered throughout 
their toxturo; in other respects, these organs were somewhat hyperannied, but for 
the rest in a perfectly healthy state. The bronchial glands were hardened, and 
exhibited tho same appearance as tho tumour of tho neck. 

“ Abdomen .—The absorbent vessels upon the surface of the abdominal muscles 
contained an opaque substance, which struck us at the time to bo of a cerebriform 
character; but whelhor it was really cncephaloid matter, or the opaque form of 
the gelatinous substance, which existed in other parts of the body, could not be 
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certainly ascertained. The omentum was free of fat, and of tumours. Tiro me¬ 
sentery was studded with tlio tumours, and the mesenteric glands wero enlarged: 
ono just abovo the right inguinal canal wa3 as largo as an English walnut: the 
whole of them containing the same whitish opaque substance as tho tumour of the 
neek. There wero a number of these tumours about tho pyloric orifice of tho 
stomach; but tho toxture of tho stomach itself was healthy, and had no gelatini- 
form appearances. Tho liver was greatly diseased, being filled with tho tubercles, 
which projected abovo tho surface. These tubercles, whon cut into, appeared of a 
yellowish-whito colour, and granulated toxturo; they wore destitute of the transpa¬ 
rency which characterized the tumours throughout tho body, and closely resembled 
tho appearances of scirrhoma of the liver depicted by Carswell. The substance 
of tho liver itself was dark. Tho pancreas was much enlarged and hardened, of a 
rounded oblong form: thoro wero some of tho tumours on its surfaco. Tho spleen 
was not altered. 

“ Kidneys .—Those organs had in their interior a number of tho gclatiniform tu¬ 
mours, particularly the right kidney. There wero many of them in regular masses, 
contained in tho cellular substance surrounding tho kidneys. Tho supra-renal 
capsules wero enlarged and hardened. 

Pelvic organs .—Tho bladder was free from disease. The testes wero enlarged, 
and in each of them two or threo indurated, opaquo, whitish tumours might be 
found. Tho thoracic duct was larger than natural at the lower part, and was com¬ 
pressed abovo by a number of diseased glands. The arteries and veins were thin 
und palo, and exhibited no appearance of redness in their internal coat. Tho blood 
was small in quantity, thin, watery, and of a dark colour: no gclatiniform bodies 
wore detected in it. 

“ The appearauco of tho muscles covering tho thoracic cavity has boon already 
described. Many of tho muscles, in other situations, presented on their surface 
and in their substance, a great number of gclatiniform bodies, varying in size from 
that of a pea to that of granules not distinctly visible without tho aid of a micro¬ 
scope. Some of tho muscles seemed to bo almost composed of those bodies, par¬ 
ticularly tho gracilis muscle of tho thigh and the rectus musclo of the abdomen, 
which woro carefully dissected, and a portion of them preserved. 

“ Remarks .—The appearances in this case, as already stated, wero peculiar, and 
not oxnotly accordant with those which I have seen described in any case that I 
am acquainted with. The texture of tho largo tumour of tho neck, and that of 
various lymphatic and mesenteric glands, considerably resembled the common 
scrofulous tubercles of these glands. 

" The lungs, which, according to M. Louis, are always found to contain tubercles 
of a scrofulous character, when these exist in any part of the body, formed a re¬ 
markable exception in this peculiar disease, to (lie condition of nearly all the other 
organs. 

“The appearances in the liver were such as are seen connected with scirrhoma; 
but tho va3t number of tumours found in most of the organs of the body wero of 
quite a different description. They bore a decided resemblance, in texture, to 
what has been described by Cruyeilhicr, Velpeau, and other distinguished patho¬ 
logists, under the name ot Gclatiniform Cancer. They diller, so far as I Know, 
from all tho descriptions which liavo been given of this latter affection, itr being 
small and dispersed through all the organs of the body; whereas this disease is 
described, by tho best pathologist, to bo, in most cases, concentrated in one con¬ 
tinuous mass. Whether these considerations would lead them to rank this disease 
as a variety of gclatiniform cancer, or as ono of a different and anomalous cha¬ 
racter, I must leave them to decide. 

“ It was very curious to observo these tumours in all tho various degrees of de¬ 
velopment, from tho point of their deposition and formation lo their attainment ot 
a considerable magnitude. Whatever was their size, the same transparent granular 
appearauco was always visible, there being no difference except in the size of the 
transparent granules. Tho opaquo whitish substanco was confined altogether lo 
the system of lymphatic glands. 

“ Among so many varieties in form and stage of this affection, I was not without 
the hope of discovering somo morbid changes, which might havo been supposed 
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(o have preceded the formation of the geiatiniform substance. Hut no anterior 
preliminary change in tho stato of tho cellular, muscular, vascular, or any other 
texture could be discovered, either by tho eye, or the microscope. 

« Specimens of tho disease from various parts of tho body were preserved, and 
subjected to many subsequent examinations. Contrary to tho opinion expressed 
by some authors in regard to geiatiniform tumours, all these tumours soon lost 
thoir transparency on immersion in alcohol, and presented tho same yellowish- 
white nppearaneo as the diseased lymphatic glands." 

Division of the Spinal Marrow. — •llecm cry. —A very remarkable, perhaps unique, 
example of this, is recorded by Dr. Ki.i lluim, of Middle port, Niagara county, Now 
York, in the New York Journal of Med ., (Sopt., 1815.) 

Tho subject of tho case was a man who jumped from a wagon upon a piece of 
timber, the surface of which being wet, ho slipped and fell upon his back and loft 
side. On endeavouring to rise he found his lower extremities numb and power¬ 
less. He called for assistance, and when raised, a chisel, which was in his coat- 
pocket when ho jumped, was found sticking in his back. An attempt was made 
to extract tho instrument which resulted in pulling oir tho handle. Dr. Hurd was 
then called, and in a few minutes was on the spot. With the assistance of three 
or four moil and after a prolonged and severe effort, Dr. II. succeeded in drawing 
out tho chisel which was Jive inches in length to the shoulder, seven-eighths of an 
inch wide, and from a quarter of an inch at the shoulder tapering to less than one- 
eighth of an inch in thickness at tho cutting extremity. 

Tho wound was then dressed, and tho patient carefully conveyed homo. At 
tho time of extracting tho instrument, the patient saw “ vivid flashes of light, which 
wero apparently followed by total darkness.” During the operation ho was con¬ 
scious of very little pain. 

Tho wound mndo by the chisel was opposito tho spinous process of the lower 
dorsal vertebra, on tho left sido. At its superior extremity it was half an inch 
from the spinous process, and one inchat its inferior extremity; so that a lino 
drawn parallel to the spinous processes of tho verlebrtc, and three-fourths of an 
inch to the left, would have intersected it in the middle. Tho direction of the in¬ 
strument was upwards, at an angle from tho surface of twenty to twenty-five de¬ 
grees, and to the right of about twelve degrees, penetrating the spinal column, and 
undoubtedly entirely dividing the cord. Perfect insensibility of the skin below 
tho wound, with parnlysis of tho lower extremities, bladder and rectum, was tho 
immediate consequence. The shock that tho system received produced great 
prostration for some forty hours, when reaction took place, and was followed by 
fever for ten or twelve days. The external wound cicatrized in a few days, scarcely 
discharging a spoonful of pus. The urine was drawn off by means of the cathe¬ 
ter for six days after the accident, when the bladder began to resume its functions, 
and two days after tho instrument was discontinued. Cathartics failing to move 
the bowels during tho same period of time, and for two or three days longer, de¬ 
jections were procured by stimulating encmata. Iteturning sensibility occurred in 
the skin the fifth day, and an imperfect use of the limbs about tho fifteenth. 

Tho patient first commenced locomotion on his hands and knees, thou by push¬ 
ing a chair round, and afterwards by means of crutches, which he has been obliged 
lo use over since. Distortion of tho feet and ankles commenced some weeks after 
his efforts to get about on crutches, and increased for several years thereafter; yet 
his general health continued good. 

The treatment during tho state of prostration was by diffusible stimulants, through 
tho felirilo stage by antiphlogislics; while friction, with stimulating liniments to 
the paralyzed parts, was used throughout both stages, and for months afterwards. 

.Sensibility of tho skin and action in tho inferior extremities returned very 
slowly; so much so, that four years and seven months after the accident above-men¬ 
tioned, carelessly sitting or kneeling with his left knee nearer than usual to the 
hot firo, without feeling any pain, or being conscious of suffering, tho skin and 
integuments over tho knee-pan and on either side of it were so badly burned, that 
mortification and sloughing took place. This was so deep, that tho cavity of tho 
joint was opened and exposed to view. The patella was covered only by tho 



